
 

2025 - GLOBAL ORCA CHARITY ANNUAL REPORT 
For the calendar year ending December 31, 2025, the Global Orca Charity (GOC) contributed to 
the following charitable endeavours in furtherance of the Goals and Objectives of the GOC to 
provide charitable assistance for scientific research, public education and professional expertise 
to better understand and protect wild and captive orca (killer whales, Orcinus orca) and to 
advance global awareness of the species, as well as environmental threats and human impact on 
orca health and welfare: 

 

 
Research & Documentation 

Directors Cazenave and Visser were present for the field season March-May 2025, at Punta 
Norte, Argentina, documenting the unique ecotype of orca which hunts by intentionally 
stranding.  An additional two weeks was spent at Punta Norte during December 2025 where both 
Directors worked with the Punta Norte Orca Research team and international experts to install 
high-frequency hydrophones onto the reefs, in anticipation of the Feb-May 2026 orca season. 

A three-month field season was completed in the Strait of Gibraltar by Directors Andre and Visser 
(in association the NGO Save the Iberian Orca).  The focus of the research was to compile an 
updated identification catalogue, record the animals on hydrophones and document their 
behaviour.  Unfortunately, the team also documented the impacts of invasive tagging.  They have 
subsequently prepared a report about this. 

In New Zealand, research was conducted between these other projects, documenting the Coastal 
ecotype and preparing publications for submission. 

Director Visser conducted: 

o Visits to two facilities holding orca captive in China  

o Visits to three facilities holding orca captive in Japan.  

o A visit to Greece to locate a potential site for an orca sanctuary. 

 

 



Publications 

The following scientific publications were supported by the Global Orca Charity and were 
published in 2025 (Director Visser was a co-author for each of these): 

The Punta Norte 2025-26 photo-identification guide, available free of charge to the public 
(downloadable via the website www.pn-orca.org).  The guide was translated into Spanish to 
facilitate local use in Argentina. 

Bolaños-Jiménez, J., Visser, I. N., Narváez, Y., Narváez, M., Morales, J. & Bolaños-Villarroel, M. 
A. (2025). Successful rescue of orca (Orcinus orca) in Venezuela: first mass stranding event in 
the Wider Caribbean Region. Journal of the Marine Biological Association of the United 
Kingdom, 105, e34 (31-38). https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025315425000207  

Loch, C., Visser, I. N., Stratford, K., White, S., Bull, S., Matenga, L., Johnstone, M. & Stewart-
Oliphant, R. (2025). Tooth wear and dental calculus in a group of orca (Orcinus orca) stranded 
on the New Zealand southern coast. Journal of the Royal Society of New Zealand. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03036758.2025.2491510 

Mäkeläinen, P. H., Visser, I. N., Cooper, T. E. & Cusson, M. (2025). Worldwide variation in shape 
and size of orca (Orcinus orca) saddle patches. Marine Mammal Science, 41(1), e13171 (13171-
13118). https://doi.org/10.1111/mms.13171 

Nunny, L., Bossely, M., Boys, R. M., Brakes, P., Genov, T., Parsons, E. C. M., Peters, K. J., Rose, 
N. A., Simone, C. A., Stockin, K. A., Vail, C. S., Van Der Linde, K., Visser, I. N. & Simmonds, M. P. 
(2025). Out of Habitat Marine Mammals – identification, causes, and management 
recommendations. Marine Policy 117, e106652 (106651-106620). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2025.106652 

Towers, J. R., Visser, I. N. & Prigollini, V. (2025). Testing the waters: Wild killer whales use prey 
to explore reciprocity with people. Journal of Comparative Psychology. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/com0000422 

 
 

Conferences / workshops / presentations 

The GOC was represented at the 5th International Orca Symposium, Symposium (16-22 February 
2025), at Tarifa Spain by the following Directors: Cazenave, Makowski and Visser.  The following 
13 presentations were supported by the GOC (including presentations by Directors Cazenave, 
Fraleigh, Hardie, Makowski, Spiegl and Visser – as indicated in bold): 

Bolaños-Jiménez, J., Visser, I. N. & Henriquez, A. (2025). The candidate IMMA "Southern 
Caribbean Upwelling System" is important for Orcinus orca.  Abstract #42.  Available from 
www.orcaresearch.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa Spain.  

Cooper, T. E. & Visser, I. N. (2025). Pelagic Predation A preliminary list of prey for an ecotype in 
New Zealand waters.  Abstract #16.  Available from www.orcaresearch.org. 5th International 
Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa Spain.  

Copello, J. M., Cazenave, J., Coscarella, M. A., Bellazzi, G. M. & Visser, I. N. (2025). Rinse and 
repeat.  The development of intentional stranding by orca (Orcinus orca) at Punta Norte, 

http://www.pn-orca.org/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025315425000207
https://doi.org/10.1080/03036758.2025.2491510
https://doi.org/10.1111/mms.13171
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2025.106652
https://doi.org/10.1037/com0000422


Argentina, through training, practice & cultural learning.  Abstract #15.  Available from 
www.pn_orca.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa Spain.  

Copello, J. M., Pine, M. K., Cazenave, J., Coscarella, M. A., Tortolini, V., Bellazzi, G. M. & Visser, I. 
N. (2025). Waves of noise.  The use of AI models to detect calls of Punta Norte Patagonia orca 
(Orcinus orca) recorded by intertidal hydrophones.  Abstract #15.  Available from 
www.pn_orca.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa Spain.  

Fraleigh, D., Makowski, K., Sommer, H. & Visser, I. N. (2025). Head Banging: A graphic and gravely 
concerning behaviour in captive orca (Orcinus orca).  Abstract #8.  Oral Presentation with video, 
given at the plenary session.  Available upon request from www.orcaresearch.org. 5th 
International Orca Symposium. Tarifa, Spain.  

Hardie, T. M. & Visser, I. N. (2025). WTF[emale]!? Male orca (Orcinus orca) with mammary slits.  
Abstract #46.  Available from www.orcaresearch.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 
February. Tarifa Spain.  

Song, Y. & Visser, I. N. (2025). Ultimate Generalist Predator: Global review of Orca (Orcinus orca) 
prey includes >200 species Abstract #9.  Available from www.pn_orca.org. 5th International Orca 
Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa Spain.  

Spiegl, M. V. & Visser, I. N. (2025). Don't Ask, Don't Tell.  A Case Study of Ethical and Legal 
Considerations for a Wild-Born Orca in Captivity.  Abstract #86.  Available from 
http://www.freemorgan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Spiegl-Visser-2025-Dont-Ask-Dont-
Tell.-Morgan-Case-Study-FINAL.pdf. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa 
Spain.  

Towers, J. R., Visser, I. N. & Prigollini, V. (2025). Underlying mechanisms, proximate causes, 
ultimate benefits and implications of why some wild killer whales offer prey to people. Abstract 
#63.  Available from www.baycetology.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. 
Tarifa, Spain.  

Visser, I. N. (2025). Mangrove estuaries, a unique hunting ground for orca.  Going Green.  
Abstract #71.  Available from www.orcaresearch.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 
February. Tarifa, Spain.  

Visser, I. N., Van Ginneken, A., Ellifrit, D. K., Copello, J. M. & Cazenave, J. (2025). Orca (Orcinus 
orca) carry, consume, use as camouflage and ‘catch’ kelp.  Abstract #39.  Available from 
www.orcaresearch.org. 5th International Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa Spain.  

Visser, I. N., Talty, C. M., Black, N., Brodsky, E., Bubel, M., Cooper, T. E., Grimm, H., Hardie, T. M., 
Morandini, A. C., Robinson, C. & Shimotomai, T. (2025). Spicy food or stinging toys? Interactions 
between orca and jellyfish.  Abstract #7.  Available from www.orcaresearch.org. 5th International 
Orca Symposium. 16-22 February. Tarifa, Spain.  

 

Also, at the 5th International Orca Symposium, Director Visser, in conjunction with her co-founder 
of Whale-Rescue.org (Joanne Halliday) held the inaugural species-specific workshop on Orca 
Strandings and Rescues.  This included presentations on orca stranding events and species-
specific aspects that should be considered (such as pectoral fin placement during transport), case 
studies of successful rescues and different scenarios of orca rescued – the latter of which 
incorporated the participants offering suggestions in how the rescue might have been 



conducted.  Halliday and Visser also gave a demonstration of a mock-up of the use of pontoons 
and rescue mats.  This workshop was incorporated into the Orca Health Workshop, which 
presented aspects of necropsies and findings from orca events. 

During the 5th International Orca Symposium, Director Visser, in conjunction with Directors 
Hardie & Spiegl, hosted the inaugural workshop on Orca in Captivity.  The remit was to explore 
the keeping of orca in captivity by hearing from those inside the industry and those who 
challenge the current model.  More than 60 attendees registered from 18 countries.  Eight 
experts presented at the workshop, in person and via pre-recorded videos.  Four of the experts 
were available for the Expert Panel discussion with the participants.  These same three Directors 
also presented at this workshop, as indicated in bold: 

Hardie, T. M. & Visser, I. N. (2025). How many captive orca are there and where are they found?   
5th International Orca Symposium.  Orca in Captivity Workshop 17 February.  Available from 
www.orcaresearch.org. Tarifa, Spain.  

Spiegl, M. V. (2025). Orca Law.  Overview of European Union Regulations applicable to orca in captive 
facilities.  Morgan a case study.  Orca in Captivity workshop conference proceedings.  17 February.   
5th International Orca Symposium. Barbate, Spain.  

Visser, I. N. (2025). Captive orca welfare concerns & stereotypies.  Orca in Captivity workshop 
conference proceedings.  17 February.   5th International Orca Symposium. Barbate, Spain.  

 

Over the course of the video session of the 5th International Orca Symposium, Director Cazenave, 
as a representative of the Punta Norte Orca Research team, presented a compilation of videos 
about the stranding behaviour at Punta Norte (Argentina). 

The GOC supported the Free Morgan Foundation who also presented at the Orca Symposium, 
showing the short video; I Am Morgan.  Stolen Freedom. 

Throughout the year there were a number of presentations given to groups in person and virtually, 
including to members of the Jane Goodall Institute and to Dr Jane Goodall herself (by Director 
Visser) and a number of the Directors (e.g., Cazenave and Visser) gave talks to school classes (e.g., 
in Argentina).  Presentations were held in Spain, for the local NGO’s and on-site team members 
about orca rescues and entanglements, following the entanglement of one of the Iberian orca 
and a boat strike of another. 

 
 
Social Media/ Fundraising/ Online Presence 

Global Orca Charity website continues to be enhanced with content. 

The GOC received the 2025 Candid Platinum Transparency rating 

https://app.candid.org/profile/14645076/global-orca-charity 

The scientific publication Towers, J. R., Visser, I. N. & Prigollini, V. (2025). Testing the waters: 
Wild killer whales use prey to explore reciprocity with people. Journal of Comparative 
Psychology. https://doi.org/10.1037/com0000422 became one of the most downloaded 
scientific papers from this journal.  It also received a lot of attention online – for example: 

https://app.candid.org/profile/14645076/global-orca-charity
https://doi.org/10.1037/com0000422


https://www.sciencealert.com/wild-orcas-filmed-offering-gifts-of-food-to-humans (global) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB8Xu1CThHU (Canada) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cQu7eA_EnU (New Zealand) 
 
 
Donations & Funding Applications 

The GOC received funding applications from two researchers, to attend the 5th International 
Orca Symposium (16-22 February 2025), at Tarifa Spain. Both requests were granted and both 
researchers presented at the conference. 

The Orca Research Trust facilitated a donation on behalf of the Global Orca Charity to allow a 
third researcher to attend the 5th International Orca Symposium (16-22 February 2025), at Tarifa 
Spain. 
 
An application to an international philanthropic foundation has been submitted by GOC.  If 
successful, the funding will help support a range of projects in 2026 that the GOC Board of Directors 
have agreed align with the Goals and Objectives of the GOC. 
 
 
Collaboration with other entities 

GOC collaborated with World Orca Day to prepare social media for 14 July 2025. 

The GOC continues to collaborate with the Orca Research Trust (New Zealand) and Punta Norte 
Orca Research (Argentina) to support dissemination of information and the conducting of field 
work. 

Director Visser provided: 

o Fact checking and interviews for a documentary about cetaceans in captivity, featuring 
the issues of keeping orca in tanks (due to air in 2025). 

o Consultation as an expert to Sea Shepherd France for captive orca in France and 
investigated options for them to go to a sanctuary. 

o Consultation with the French Government on captive orca in Paris and online. 

o Interviews with various journalists/news crews/ documentary crews, covering a range of 
topics to do with cetaceans, with a focus on orca. 

 
  

https://www.sciencealert.com/wild-orcas-filmed-offering-gifts-of-food-to-humans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB8Xu1CThHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cQu7eA_EnU


The GOC in the European Union 

Effective 24 June 2025, the Secretariat of the European Union Transparency Register has validated 
the registration of Global Orca Charity on the Transparency Register. The GOC’s  registration is now 
public. 

The Global Orca Charity REG number in the European Union Transparency Register is: REG 
132233199267-43  

The EU Transparency register is a database listing ‘interest representatives’ (organizations, 
associations including nonprofits and NGOs like the GOC) who carry out activities to influence the EU 
policy and decision-making process.  It is designed to show the public which interests are being 
represented at EU level, by whom and on whose behalf – as well as the resources devoted to these 
activities (including financial support, donations, sponsorship, etc.). 

 

Following on from our registration with the European Union Transparency Register, on 2 September, 
the GOC partnered with Association WeWhale, Born Free, Dolphin Project, Deutscher 
Tierschutzbund, FAADA, Free Morgan Foundation, GAIA, Iberian Orca Guardians, Jane Goodall 
Institute, Marine Connection, One Voice, Orca Research Trust, PETA Deutschland, ProWildlife, RSPCA, 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation, Whale Rescue, World Animal Protection World Cetacean Alliance, 
and World Orca Day to call on TUI Group to stop backing the captive cetacean industry and to help 
make this the last generation of whales and dolphins in captivity.  This ‘day of action’ protest was in 
furtherance the GOC’s promotion of policies and regulations to ban the breeding of orca in captivity 
and end the commercial, public display of orca in orchestrated theatrical shows in European Union 
(EU) facilities. 

 

~~~END~~~ 

https://transparency-register.europa.eu/searchregister-or-update/organisation-detail_en?id=132233199267-43
https://transparency-register.europa.eu/searchregister-or-update/organisation-detail_en?id=132233199267-43
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